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We are all dying here, from the inside out. November 30, Saving Lives at Sea Metal towers of lights reached
out of the sea and flames belched into the midnight sky as the Aquarius reached Bouri Field, the largest
oilfield in the Mediterranean, about 65 nautical miles north of Libya. Malaysia is not a signatory to the
Refugee Convention and has no such obligation. Government guidelines say that all children should be
assessed for community detention as soon as they are detained. We have spoken in private with very large
numbers of people in detention. Fear of lice and scabies. Fear of winter, cold and damp. Everyone deserves
dignity and fair treatment, but we need to be clear about the distinction. Today there are over asylum seekers
and refugees in immigration detention facilities around Australia. A person should only be held in a detention
facility if they are individually assessed as posing an unacceptable risk to the Australian community and if that
risk cannot be managed in a less restrictive way. Imagine trying to organize a response to that level of
desperation without the funds necessary to help even half of those people. However, the people who remain in
immigration detention are being detained for increasing periods of time. I am equally troubled by the ongoing
detention of people who have arrived since the announcement in early May of the negotiations with Malaysia.
Or Uganda, where a third of the population lives in extreme poverty, sharing its scarce resources with over a
million refugees. It is mandatory, it is not time limited and people are not able to challenge the need for their
detention in a court. The Australian Human Rights Commission has long advocated for an end to the system
of mandatory detention because it leads to breaches of fundamental human rights. A range of factors have
contributed to lengthy periods in detention. Why are politicians being elected on promises to shut borders and
turn back refugees? In , this Commission released the report of the National Inquiry into Children in
Immigration Detention, which documented very serious breaches of the human rights of a large number of
children held in immigration detention between and  However, it is important to remember that there are also
many refugees held in immigration detention. Rohingya Muslim refugees cross a canal as they flee over the
border from Myanmar into Bangladesh at the Naf River on Nov. We have serious concerns about the
conditions of detention in some facilities â€” including around issues such as the impact of detention in a
remote location, overcrowding, limited access to telecommunications and inadequate access to activities and
excursions. Kevin Frayerâ€”Getty Images We use aid as a substitute for diplomacy. While we oppose the
mandatory detention of both asylum seekers and refugees, it is particularly concerning that significant
numbers of recognised refugees are held in immigration detention for often prolonged periods.


