
FREDERICK JACKSON TURNERS FRONTIER THESIS ESSAY

The Frontier Thesis or Turner Thesis, is the argument advanced by historian Frederick Jackson Turner first announced
his thesis in a paper entitled "The Significance of the Frontier in American History", delivered to the American Historical.

They emphasized the values of individualism, empiricism, simplicity, equality, courage, discovery,
independence, and naturalism in the service of democratic access, human rights, ecological balance, and the
resolution of social, economic, and political issues. The frontier, they argued, shaped uniquely American
institutions such as revivals, camp meetings, and itinerant preaching. This sectionalism had a great deal of
influence on the development of the frontier. Summary[ edit ] Turner begins the essay by calling to attention
the fact that the western frontier line, which had defined the entirety of American history up to the s, had
ended. The frontier thesis is one of the most influential documents on the American west today. Turner held
that the American character was decisively shaped by conditions on the frontier, in particular the abundance of
free land, the settling of which engendered such traits as self-reliance, individualism , inventiveness, restless
energy, mobility, materialism, and optimism. In Australia, "mateship" and working together was valued more
than individualism. Other historians, who wanted to focus scholarship on minorities, especially Native
Americans and Hispanics, started in the s to criticize the frontier thesis because it did not attempt to explain
the evolution of those groups. His father, a journalist by trade and local historian by avocation, piqued Turner's
interest in history. The racial warfare theory was an emerging belief in the late nineteenth century advocated
by Theodore Roosevelt in The Winning of the West. Fermilab[ edit ] Kolb and Hoddeson argue that during the
heyday of Kennedy's "New Frontier," the physicists who built the Fermi Labs explicitly sought to recapture
the excitement of the old frontier. The more foreboding and cautionary tale which increasing numbers of
Western historians have offered in place of Turner's account has provoked sharp controversy. He cites British
attempts to stifle western emigration during the colonial era and as an example of eastern control. Some have
long disputed the very idea of a frontier of "free land. I thank those of you who made this and other
suggestions. Corporate investors headquartered in New York laid the railroads; government troops defeated
Indian nations who refused to get out of the way of manifest destiny; even the cowboys, enshrined in popular
mythology as rugged loners, were generally low-level employees of sometimes foreign-owned cattle
corporations. To obtain permission s to use material from this work, please submit a written request to Pearson
Education, Inc. Every generation moved further west and became more American, more democratic, and more
intolerant of hierarchy. After his graduation from the University of Wisconsin in , Turner decided to become a
professional historian, and received his Ph. Turner took this "closing of the frontier" as an opportunity to
reflect upon the influence it had exercised. He also commented directly on the connections he saw between the
past and the present. The peculiarity of American institutions is, the fact that they have been compelled to
adapt themselves to the changes of an expanding people to the changes involved in crossing a continent, in
winning a wilderness, and in developing at each area of this progress out of the primitive economic and
political conditions of the frontier into the complexity of city life. Women and minorities are not a part of his
pretty picture. Everything in American history up to the s somehow relates the western frontier, including
slavery. Start your free trial today for unlimited access to Britannica. On a more analytic level, an increasing
number of Western historians have found the very concept of a frontier dubious, because it applies to too
many disparate places and times to be useful. Cooperation and communities of various sorts, not isolated
individuals, made possible the absorption of the West into the United States. Census Bureau had announced
the disappearance of a contiguous frontier line. Even after independence, the eastern coast of the United States
sought to control the West. Williams viewed the frontier concept as a tool to promote democracy through both
world wars, to endorse spending on foreign aid, and motivate action against totalitarianism. They adapted to
the new physical, economic and political environment in certain waysâ€”the cumulative effect of these
adaptations was Americanization. They argue that, "Frontier imagery motivates Fermilab physicists, and a
rhetoric remarkably similar to that of Turner helped them secure support for their research. Turner began his
teaching career at the University of Wisconsin in 


