
AN ANALYSIS OF HOW EGGERS PORTRAYS HIS CHARACTER ZEITOUN

Eggers dwells on Zeitoun's daily ritual of feeding his neighbor's dogs. the similarities between Islam and Christianity, and
depicts the Zeitouns Parts III and V both represent departures from Eggers' characteristic mode of storytelling. by
students and provide critical analysis of Zeitoun by Dave Eggers.

Inside is Marco from El Salvador. In World War II, his ship had been hit by a fleet of German planes, and he
was among only a few survivors who hid underwater until the Germans were satisfied that all the crew
members were shot or drowned. Zeitoun's faith anchors him and encourages him to try to do the best for his
community and family. Kathy and Zeitoun are portrayed as a loving couple, though one that has its fair share
of normal marital issues, from bickering to worrying to small resentments. Kathy, his wife, warned him of the
looting that was going on in the city but stubborn Zeitoun insisted that none of that was happening in his
neighborhood. There is a parallel here to Zeitoun's disgust at the way dogs are left to starve after the disaster,
and also his own loss of dignity at the hands of his captors. The story Eggers is telling is a true one, but it is
still relayed as a narrative, and so he uses lots of creative license in portraying the inner thoughts of his
characters. Discuss what happens when Zeitoun and the others are forced to get into the boat and are taken
into custody. Active Themes Zeitoun gets a call from his brother Ahmad in Spain, who is worrying about the
approaching storm. Why is the timeline a good structural choice for this story? These flashbacks aid in
creating a complete picture of Zeitoun - something that pictures, without context, are unable to convey on their
own. What is the impact, as you read, of this narrative? At first I could not understand why he had started at
the end of his tale, but after reading the entire book it was clear to me that it was easier to read it knowing
there indeed was a light at the end of the dark tunnel. It also makes it clear that the opinions expressed in the
conclusion are those of Eggers, rather than his subjects. He lets the memories of Jableh recede. Zeitoun
admires his attitude. Religious faith serves as a primary drive for Zeitoun, but it is also a potentially alienating
topic. Kathy has grown up as a Southern Baptist. Although eyes are stereotypically thought to be the window
into the soul, Kathy reflects on how the opposite is true for Zeitoun. Why does Eggers introduce so many of
the Zeitouns' family friends, many of whom do not play an important role in the story? Active Themes Back in
the car, Zeitoun hears more about the storm Katrina. There he is subject to strip searches, and he witnesses
beatings and other mistreatment of fellow prisoners, and is denied the right to phone his wife and let her know
where he is. These flashbacks also recreate for the reader the same experience that Kathy has when she visits
Syria. The fish broker in the market would pay them and sell the fish all over western Syria. Though Kathy at
times seems as happy-go-lucky as her three daughters, it is clear that she is not as carefree as she might seem.
His mother is no longer alive, and his brother Mohammed died young, but his other siblings are spread out
through Syria, Spain, and Saudi Arabia, all successful in their professions and happily married. It allowed him
both to grow closer to his brother and to other coworkers, and to grow more comfortable with life on the sea.
He is a devout Muslim, married to a native of Baton Rouge who had converted to Islam before meeting
Zeitoun. Eggers emphasizes the fact that their family is life is chaotic but happy, as later we will see how
tragedy affects this dynamic. What was the most traumatic part of her experience, and why ? Active Themes
Zeitoun calls Kathy back. However, it is also an instance of cruelty to someone who has been dehumanized--in
this case, by the guard's behavior as well as his own; the young man constantly yells out admonitions and
seems unaware of his surroundings. Soon after the storm, Zeitoun and three others were arrested without
reason or explanation at one of his rental houses by a mixed group of â€¦show more contentâ€¦ Troops were
just pointing their rifles at Blacks and denied anyone that came and asked for aid.


