
THESIS STATEMANT FOR

This handout describes what a thesis statement is, how thesis statements work in your writing, and how you can
discover or refine one for your draft.

Bad: Organ donors should be financially compensated. Instead of listing two or three distinct points, a thesis
can list one overarching point that all body paragraphs tie into. This thesis showed the reader the topic a type
of sandwich and the direction the essay will take describing how the sandwich is made. A strong thesis
statement is specific. Compare this to the original weak thesis. Second, it stands as the point of reference for
your entire paper. Formulating a thesis is not the first thing you do after reading an essay assignment. As you
can see in the thesis statement examples below, you must be very specific, summarizing points that are about
to be made in your paper, and supported by specific evidence. First, it allows the reader to get excited about
what, specifically, is coming their way. This is because it is a sentence that tells the reader what the writer is
going to discuss. If your thesis statement expresses more than one idea, then you might confuse your readers
about the subject of your paper. Anson, Chris M. Your research actually becomes easier when you have very
specific objectives. Your thesis statement should tell your reader what the paper is about and also help guide
your writing and keep your argument focused. A strong thesis statement justifies discussion. It makes a claim,
directly answering a question. Your readings about the topic, however, have led you to the conclusion that
elementary school children are consuming far more sugar than is healthy. Without a thesis, your argument
falls flat and your information is unfocused. As with any good thesis, you want to get as specific as possible.
Usually at the end of the first paragraph. The Longman Handbook for Writers and Readers. Another option is
to think of a thesis statement as one complete sentence that expresses your position. Original thesis: We must
save the whales. Example: To make a peanut butter and jelly sandwich, you must procure the ingredients, find
a knife, and spread the condiments. As you write the essay, you will probably begin to characterize these
differences more precisely, and your working thesis may start to seem too vague. Bad: Reading can develop a
child's analytical mind. What happens to them that causes you to take this stance?


