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And yet not her in any reductive way: physically and in coloring, the child is quite different from the adult
Vitti. It is a tale without a moral, though not without a meaningâ€”even if that meaning is fugitive and difficult
to summarize definitively. Corrado succumbs to his masculine instincts and tries to force his affections on her,
which the exhausted Giuliana initially tries to resist. After Ugo leaves on a five-day business trip, Giuliana
spends more time with Corrado and reveals more about her inner anxieties. Comfort with the Group 31
minutes Corrado and Giuliana join Ugo along a polluted estuary where they intend to have a party with
another couple in a small riverside shack belonging to the company. Later, at home in their apartment,
Giuliana is seen to be highly agitated and fearful, and Ugo is unable to soothe her. She has suffered some kind
of breakdown after being hospitalised after a car accident, and the film intuits some of her dislocation and
alienation: Red Desert was perhaps an inspiration for Lucrecia Martel's The Headless Woman , though the
spark for it can be seen in Antonioni's portmanteau film I Vinti, or The Vanquished in which a cigarette
smuggler suffers a head injury on the run from customs and begins to see things in a woozy way. But when a
medical doctor visits a ship docked near the shack, Giuliana flees in panic, breaking up the party 4. Artists of
ideas like Antonioniâ€”unrepentantly highbrow and seriousâ€”engage in a permanent gamble with the public:
will they be judged pretentious for their pains? With the Criterion Collection's publication of Antonioni's Red
Desert, cinephiles now have access to a newly restored high-definition transfer and digitally remastered
soundtrack of what was for years a difficult-to-obtain and expensive DVD. To the film historian, there is
something exciting, and I would even say moving, about seeing the first experiments of the old masters in the
new medium. The men live in worlds in which they construct their own narratives or perhaps we could say
that they play their own self-constructed games. The first thing we notice about it is that the child through
whose eyes the events unfold is a girl. Access options available:. For example, in the s he wrote for Cinema
magazine, an important source of ideas for the future neorealist generation. Returning to painting for a
moment, then, it is interesting to make one more distinction. Corrado is a man who understandsâ€”and yet he
is unable to save Giuliana. Posted April 30 , This essay was commissioned in fall for an exhibition devoted to
Michelangelo Antonioni in Tehran curated by Sami Astan. For if, traditionally, the older art form relies for its
effect on monumentality and stillness and the very special spiritual thoughtfulness that is released by such a
calm , movies have a different and even opposite phenomenology: the thought that is proper to them arises, of
course, from their implication in movement. These words indicate that her psychological depression and sense
of isolation has not been cured, but she is learning how guide her mind away from those thoughts. Throughout
this section the viewer is presented with unexplained shots of to us bizarre industrial structures and debris.


