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In particular, he refused to re-admit those who recanted their faith under Roman persecution. The sources that
survive from the second century are probably too incomplete to allow a confident answer to this question, and
to give an account of the emergence of a New Testament by consensus. The number of spheres varied with
each Gnostic system. Christians of the second century in the Roman Empire lived within an intellectual world
largely shaped by the assumptions of the philosophical perspectives associated with Plato, which to some
extent even permeated through popular culture. Hence it has been possible to ask whether in actual fact
Marcion was the first to combine Gospel and apostolic witness, and whether he provoked the Church into
responding with a more extensive and perhaps balanced collection. Stander, "Marcion," Everett Ferguson, ed.
Those who attacked Marcion were doing so from hindsight when the status of the writings that were to form
the New Testament was becoming more settled. The teachings of Montanism spread from Phrygia, to Africa,
Gaul and the rest of the world. Modern Marcionism Historic Marcionism, and the church Marcion himself
established, appeared to die out around the fifth century. Encyclopedia Britannica Micropedia, "Marcion,"
Vol. A number of contemporary Christian writers also struggled to explain how not only the incarnation of
Jesus, the Son of God, but also the stories, especially in the Jewish Scriptures which at that time were their
primary authoritative writings, could be reconciled with such principles. In , Henry Wace stated: "A modern
divine would turn away from the dreams of Valentinianism in silent contempt; but he could not refuse to
discuss the question raised by Marcion, whether there is such opposition between different parts of what he
regards as the word of God, that all cannot come from the same author. Gnostics had two central
presuppositions: belief in the existence of a secret code of truth, transmitted by word of mouth or by arcane
writings. It opposed the whole of the Hebrew Bible, and declared Hebrews Bible God was a minor demiurge,
who created the earth and was the source of evil. In contrast to other leaders of the nascent Christian Church,
however, Marcion declared that Christianity was in complete discontinuity with Judaism and entirely opposed
to the Tanakh. According to Marcion, the god of the Old Testament , whom he called the Demiurge , the
creator of the material universe , is a jealous tribal deity of the Jews , whose law represents legalistic
reciprocal justice and who punishes mankind for its sins through suffering and death. Christie-Murray, 26
notes that he may even have been a bishop himself. This credal statement seems to have been formulated to
counter Marcionite and other similar heretical teachings. So he concluded that there must be two Gods: the
Creator God of the OT, who was characteristically a God of Law, who involved himself in contradictory
courses of action, who was fickle, ignorant, despotic and cruel. In turn this provoked intense debates as to
what, if any, sort of contacts or relationship between the two were possible, including whether the
transcendent could be directly responsible for a world characterized by change and decay.


