
HEARING IMPAIRMENT IN CHILDREN

Hearing ability is important for children to develop speech and language skills as they grow. In the past, hearing loss in
children often went undetected until the.

The Eustachian tube, which allows for air pressure equalization between the middle ear and the nasopharynx,
is smaller and more horizontal during development. See also Hearing Loss in adults. The person has trouble
hearing clearly, understanding speech, and interpreting various sounds. If you notice that your child is delayed
in reaching any of these milestones by approximately three months, we recommend that you have your child's
hearing tested by a hearing care professional. In more severe cases, both outer and inner hair cells aren't
working correctly. Special protective earmuffs are a good idea if you operate a lawn mower or leaf or snow
blower, or at a particularly loud event, like a car race. People say that you play music or your TV too loudly.
At home, devices such as closed-captioned TVs, lights that flash when the doorbell or phone rings, and
telephones with digital readout screens called telecommunications devices for the deaf, or TDDs are often
helpful. Treatment for hearing loss varies depending upon the cause of the hearing impairment. Genetic factors
that might cause congenital hearing loss include: Autosomal recessive hearing loss - This is the most common
type of genetic congenital hearing loss - autosomal recessive accounts for around 70 percent of all genetic
hearing loss cases. Sound, which is made up of invisible waves of energy, causes these vibrations. Types of
hearing loss Conductive hearing loss Hearing loss caused by an outer or middle ear problem is called
conductive hearing loss. About 1. More than , people around the world have received cochlear implants and
about one third of them are children. All babies are screened before they leave the hospital to see if they have
hearing loss. The outer hair cells are usually affected first, because they're very sensitive to loud sounds.
Sometimes parents may begin to notice that the baby doesn't respond to loud noises or to the sound of voices,
or has a delay in speech. Some people are born with hearing impairment â€” and kids and teens can lose their
hearing for many reasons. Hearing loss can be difficult to diagnose in infants and babies because they haven't
yet developed communication skills. You don't laugh at jokes because you miss too much of the story. And for
hearing-impaired people who want to go to college, many universities in the United States will accommodate
their needs. Most speech should be understandable to adults who are not with the child daily. If you think your
child is having difficulty hearing you, visit your pediatrician right away. The most common causes of hearing
impairment in infants and older children are. But in reality, every time you hear a sound, the various structures
of the ear have to work together to make sure the information gets to your brain. Video games, television sets,
movie theaters, traffic, and some machines and appliances can also make the environment too noisy for the
average person. When the eardrum vibrates, the ossicles amplify these vibrations and carry them to the inner
ear. Hearing losses in children can also be conductive, sensorineural or mixed. The audiologist will do various
hearing tests that can help detect where the problem might be. According to the American
Speech-Language-Hearing Association, you should let your parents or doctor know if: You feel that people
mumble or that their speech is not clear, or you hear only parts of conversations when people are talking. The
most common type is caused by the outer hair cells not functioning correctly. Parents are usually surprised
when their child is born with this type of hearing loss because people typically aren't even aware they have the
recessive gene.


