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Please use the example at the bottom of this page to cite the Purdue OWL in APA . To see a side-by-side This image
shows the Abstract page of an APA paper.

Keep on hand a copy of a style guide published by the American Psychological Association for reference.
Again, this is essentially a quick peek at what readers will find when they read your results section.
Psychology papers such as lab reports and APA format articles also often require an abstract. Explain the
criteria that were used to select the studies included in the paper. The APA manual states that the abstract is
the single most important paragraph in your entire paper. When writing the abstract, note that the APA
recommends using two spaces after sentences that end in a period; however, sentences that end in other
punctuation marks may be followed by a single space. In fact, if your text runs into the lower half of the page,
this may indicate that your Abstract is going above the word limit. Give the basic findings. Although the
Abstract page is optional, many professors and readers find this page useful especially as part of a long
dissertation or thesis paper and, thus, your professor may request that you include one. Never start your main
text on the lower half of the Abstract page. You need to write the abstract concisely and succinctly. The body
text begins immediately after the period. The exception is if you begin a sentence with a number, then you
spell out the number. It should also accurately reflect what your paper is about. The list of keywords should
follow after the abstract paragraph, and the word Keywords should be italicized, indented five spaces from the
left margin, and followed by a colon. These style guidelines specify different aspects of a document's
presentation and layout, including how pages are structured, the organization of references, and how citations
are made. The sixth-edition APA manual suggests that an abstract be between and words. The abstract should
only be one paragraph in length. This format also stipulates the use of an abstract designed to very briefly
summarize the key details contained in a paper without providing too much detail. Begin your abstract on a
new page and place your running head and the page number 2 in the top right-hand corner. The Abstract page
plays an important role in summarizing the overall purpose of your paper to help readers decide if your paper
is worth reading. Your abstract is the first thing that most people will read, and it is usually what informs their
decision to read the rest of your paper.


