
ANTHROPOLOGY CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY

Cultural anthropology is a branch of anthropology focused on the study of cultural variation among humans. It is in
contrast to social anthropology, which.

The goal of this is promote understanding of cultural practices that are not typically part of one's own culture.
Fearful war and genocide could be the devastating result if a group is unwilling to change their ways of living.
And anthropologists study all this and more. This process is experienced universally among humans. The
physical appearance of rappers may be the same to those in the States, however, the content of the music
differs along with the preservation of Japanese traditions. For example, if an American anthropologist went to
Africa to study a nomadic tribe, their resulting case study would be from an etic standpoint if they did not
integrate themselves into the culture they were observing. Page text. Also emerging in multi-sited ethnography
are greater interdisciplinary approaches to fieldwork, bringing in methods from cultural studies, media studies,
science and technology studies, and others. They are mainly known as "empty universals" since just
mentioning their existence in a culture doesn't make them any more special or unique. According to
Malinowski, the anthropologist gains data by both participating and observing, hence the term participant
observation. With technology evolving day after day, we do not know what is to come in the future from
flying cars to robots, all we know is that our future will never be the same. Relations between linguistics and
cultural anthropology are numerous. Actual people, in their singularity and specificity, are central to
anthropology as it also ponders the big questions of life, death, justice, and power. It relies on the assumption
that the best way to understand a group of people is to interact with them closely over a long period of time.
Examples of elements that may be considered cultural universals are gender roles, the incest taboo, religious
and healing ritual, mythology, marriage, language, art, dance, music, cooking, games, jokes, sports, birth, and
death because they involve some sort of ritual ceremonies accompanying them, etc. For example, a cross is
usually associated with Christianity as churches often have them on their buildings to identify it as a setting of
Christian worship. Malinowski formulated this methodology during his early research in the Trobriand Islands
and continued to develop and implement it throughout his career. In anthropology holism tries to integrate all
that is known about human beings and their activities. Boas fought staunchly against the ideas of scientific
racism that were popular in his day, such as phrenology and eugenics. This cross-cultural relationship provides
hope that new opportunities will be discovered, but at the same time it is threatening. Enculturation[ edit ]
Enculturation is a process by which we obtain and transmit culture. Linguistic anthropologists try to
understand the language in relation to the broader cultural, historical, or biological contexts that make it
possible. The use of symbols is adaptive , which means that humans can learn to associate new symbols to a
concept or new concepts with a symbol. Cinco de Mayo dancers greeted by former Pres. However, the emic
perspective has its downfalls. Outside cultures such as the United States look down upon FGC as inhumane,
but are unable to stop this practice from happening because it is protected by its culture. Students of Boas went
on to establish anthropology departments across the country, including Melville Herskovits, who launched the
program at Northwestern University, and Alfred Kroeber, the first professor of anthropology at the University
of California at Berkeley. Anthropologists are in direct contact with the sources of their data, thus field work is
a crucial component. Now, anthropologists strive to uncover the mysteries of these foreign cultures and
eliminate the prejudice that it first created. A great example of a book would be "Waiting For An Ordinary
Day" by Farnaz Fassihi because as a journalist traveling to Iraq during the Iraq war, she participates in Iraqi
daily life and documents her description of it, because of her methods and style of writing although Fassihi
may not consider herself an anthropologist, her book Waiting for an Ordinary Day is ethnographic. They think
they have more in common than previously believed.


