
KEYS TO WRITING A MYSTERY NOVEL FOR DUMMIES

How to write a mystery â€“ if you want to be a crime author, read this essential advice. This is key to making your reader
care about what happens in the book.

My pointâ€”and I do have oneâ€”is that often writers think the most important aspect of a good mystery is the
ingenuity of the crime, the unraveling of the clues. You should find a reason to make it important to the
detective to solve the crime, either for personal or professional reason. The identity of the killer, the cause for
a disappearance or some other mystery explanation should not feel like a red herring itself. As does her
amateur sleuth, Benni Harper, now on her 12th or 13th novel in a hugely successful series. Except thatâ€¦ 
Take the suspects out for a test drive. Whatever clues are available to the sleuth should also be shown to the
reader. This peak moment should be when the decisive clue turns up, or when the detective understands its
significance. Use too much and readers dump the entire thing in the garbage bin. And who do we want to do
this? Characterisation: What your characters say and do, how they look and what they hide all contribute to
creating a mysterious, uncertain mood. Maybe the sleuth uses only one-ply toilet paper. Of course, how
satisfactory your clues are depends on the reader and some will recognize and resent not being given a
sporting chance. Readers will love it if your ending makes them think, "I should have known it! And
remember -- suspense begins with great characters. For example, in most mysteries, whether a suspect is guilty
of the crime or not, he or she invariably has a secret. Nobody reads a mystery to get to the middle. Give them
something to hide to make them interesting. Create an unusual detective "It doesn't always have to be a police
detective in a murder mystery - it can be a psychologist, journalist, lawyer or teacher, say, instead. Suburban
soccer mom or single father? These readers are looking for the intellectual challenge of solving a crime before
the detective does, and they want the pleasure of knowing that everything will come together in the end. The
detective should not commit the crime. At the bottom, you'll find links to more creative writing lessons. At
each level, pay attention to detail. Back in a minute, I need some toast. Take down your victim with all the
creativity you can muster. What are your hobbies, passions? How do you know? Former football coach,
magazine editor, or Rhodes scholar? Let me repeat for emphasis: Every one of your suspects is a liar.
Descriptive language: Be thoughtful about the adjectives and verbs you choose. The issue is that only one is
lying about this murder. The best of which isâ€¦ Plot backwards Of course, the easiest way to ensure your
mystery works is to begin with the solution and work backwards. Hitchcock knew that one of the ways in
which suspense drama must change is in its setting. Best case scenario, past and story fuse in a giant
quesadilla of motivation. A clandestine relationship, a trauma from the past that haunts them still, perhaps
even a connection with the killer or the victim that helps complete an entire mosaic of possible motives,
entanglements and intrigue. How to write a mystery - top tips Read lots of mysteries. Also consider putting
either your detective, his or her loved ones, or another important character in danger in order to raise the
stakes. Or, perhaps more importantly, how do they attempt to conceal it? The more innocuous the reference
the better; relevant clues can even be hidden in longer descriptions packed with details, all you need to do is
make sure that when the detective establishes a detail was relevant, the reader understands that this is a detail
they were aware of, however briefly. This makes it more shocking. You have a time machine. As for the
culprit, your reader will feel cheated if the antagonist , or villain, enters too late in the book to be thought of as
a viable suspect. As with any fiction, you want to introduce these as soon as possible. When writing my
locations, I also thought how they could be used dramatically.


