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If you are using Times New Roman, 12 point font, and the essay is double- spaced with one inch margins (typical
university essay settings), you.

What if you need words to convey your ideas? With the August release of CA4 the newest version of the
Common Application , the guidelines changed once again. Even if you take advantage of the full length
available to you, keep in mind that words is not a long essay. Whichever essay prompt you choose, make sure
you zero in on a specific example that you narrate in an engaging and thoughtful way. If so, by how much? To
me, this showed that I was capable of taking old ideas, renewing and reinventing them, and then shaping them
so that they would best fit whatever goal I had in mind. Regardless of length, the best essays tell a compelling
story, provide insight to your character and interests, and are written with crisp and engaging prose. After all,
words is not a lot of space in which to convey your personality, passions, and writing ability to the folks in the
admissions office. Be sure to attend to your essay's style , and in most cases you're going to want to avoid
these ten bad essay topics. Let your list of extracurricular activities, academic record, letters of
recommendation, and supplemental essays and materials show your range of accomplishments. Regardless of
how we approached our essays, my two friends and I all were able to produce quality essays that helped us
ended up in places that we are satisfied with. And so on and so forth, my musings spilled into the next day,
then the next week, without much progress in deciding on a topic to write about for my Common App essay,
the one ubiquitous piece of writing all colleges and admissions officers will read and get to know me through.
Allen Grove is an Alfred University English professor and a college admissions expert with 20 years of
experience helping students transition to college. And unlike earlier versions of the Common Application, the
length limit is now enforced by the application form. Here's why: Good college students know how to follow
directions: If a professor assigns a five-page paper, she doesn't want a page paper. I could no longer think
about writing my essays in terms of vague conjectures; they were now months away from being due, and I had
no choice but to get to work. That limit includes the essay title, notes, and any other text that you include in
the essay text box. Me, circa August  With CA4, the current Common Application, you'll need to enter your
essay in a text box that counts words. Once I was struck by inspiration, it seemed like all the other pieces
started falling into place: I remembered a quote that my art teacher spoke once that resonated with me,
memories of my first chalk drawings began to resurface, and more tidbits that I could use to flesh out my
essay. As you plan your essay, you definitely want to keep the length requirement in mind. Sure, the
admissions folks might be glad to get through a short essay quickly, but a beautifully crafted word essay is
going to make a more meaningful and lasting impression than a good word essay. Allen Grove is an Alfred
University English professor and a college admissions expert with 20 years of experience helping students
transition to college. Her confidence and sense of self never ceased to amaze me, and both her essay topic and
essay approach reflected just that. Upon reading the essay, we could all see her quirkiness and humor shine
through, and we knew that this essay would represent her far better than the essay she had before.


