
THE BOMBING OF PEARL HARBOR AND HOW IT FORCED THE

RELOCATION OF JAPANESE AMERICAN IN THE UNITED STAT

Oct 29, Japanese internment camps were established during World War II by President with a large population of
Japanese Americansâ€”and Roosevelt's were removed from Peru, Brazil, Chile and Argentina to the United States. On
December 7, , just hours after the bombing of Pearl Harbor, the FBI.

Photo by Russell Lee. The Immigration Act of prohibited all further Japanese immigration, with the side effect
of making a very distinct generation gap between the Issei and Nisei. McCloy, insisted that this policy was
absolutely necessary to ensure public safety on the Pacific Coast. Twenty Japanese Americans were arrested
for supposedly signaling the invaders, but the radar echo turned out to be a loose weather balloon. Following
the Pearl Harbor attack, however, a wave of antiJapanese suspicion and fear led the Roosevelt administration
to adopt a drastic policy toward these residents, alien and citizen alike. Often their families had no idea of their
whereabouts for weeks. Inland state citizens were not keen for new Japanese residents, and they were met with
racist resistance. In court, Korematsu claimed the government could not imprison a group of people based
solely on ancestry. Two relocation centers in Arizona were located on Indian reservations, despite the protests
of tribal councils, who were overruled by the Bureau of Indian Affairs. So, indeed the vast majority of the
Japanese Americans were resigned to following the orders that sent them into the assembly centers which for
many was a way to prove their loyalty to the U. When the order was repealed, many found they could not
return to their hometowns. On February 24 the deadline was moved up to February  The experiences of
Chinese immigrants foreshadowed those of Japanese immigrants, who began arriving about the same time the
Chinese exclusion bill was passed. Between the public demand for action and pressure from the military,
Biddle buckled and told Stimson he would not object to a wholesale removal of Japanese Americans from the
region. From there they were transported to a relocation center where they might live for months before
transfer to a permanent wartime residence. Some , went to the U. The government called these camps "
relocation centers. The Johnson-Reed Immigration Act placed an overall limit of 1, immigrants per year from
the areas of Asia where immigration had not already been banned. Some were first-generation Japanese
Americans, known as Issei , who had emigrated from Japan and were not eligible for U. In addition to the
usual generational differences, Issei men had been typically ten to fifteen years older than their wives, making
them significantly older than the younger children of their often large families. One housed a naval ship model
factory. The more permanent relocation centers were not much better. Of the Japanese, those arrested included
community leaders who were involved in Japanese organizations and religious groups. For example, persons
of Japanese ancestry in western Washington State were removed to the assembly center at the Puyallup
Fairgrounds near Tacoma. After filing a habeas corpus petition, the government offered to free her, but Endo
refused, wanting her case to address the entire issue of Japanese internment. The Issei were the first generation
of Japanese in this country; the Nisei were the second generation, numbering 70, American citizens at the time
of internment. Prejudice, wartime hysteria, and politics all contributed to this decision. Soon they were sent to
permanent relocation centers outside the restricted military zones.


