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Before Discussing Symbolism in â€œYoung Goodman Brownâ€•. The time period which Nathaniel Hawthorne's short
stories are rich in meaning. Understand them.

It is sunset as he sets off, and the evening will get steadily darker up until the climactic scene of the story, just
as the light of God steadily fades from Brown's heart. Brown now leaves the path to run wildly through the
woods. His language is one again heavily couched in symbolism. Although Brown dies a bitter man, blaming
the wickedness and hypocrisy of others, he leaves his Faith first. When the minister spoke from the pulpit,
with power and fervid eloquence, and with his hand on the open Bible, of the sacred truths of our religion, and
of saint- like lives and triumphant deaths, and of future bliss or misery unutterable, then did Goodman Brown
turn pale, dreading lest the roof should thunder down upon the gray blasphemer and his hearers. Young
Goodman Brown can be thought of as a 19th-century version of a morality play. The character Young
Goodman Brown is an excellent example of symbolism being used in a story Although he was expecting to
find this man, who is described as looking much like Goodman Brown except older, he is frightened when he
sees his figure looming in the dark forest ahead of him. Morality plays were famous in Europe in the 15th and
16th centuries and were characterized by the protagonistâ€”Young Goodman Brownâ€”being met by the
personification of moral attributesâ€”Faith and the Devil. The devil urges him onward, however, telling him
"We are but a little way in the forest, yet" , and convincing him that there will still be the opportunity to turn
back after hearing the devil out. The coven instantly disappears, and Brown makes his way back to town as a
free man. Nathaniel Hawthorne was descended from one John Hawthorne, a judge who had presided over the
infamous witch trials there. Where this agreement usually ends, however, is on the question of whether
Hawthorne is implying that man is inherently evil. From the beginning and throughout the entirety of the
story, Hawthorne leads the reader into asking themselves the questions, "What is all of the symbolism,
mysticism, characters, and scenery actually representing? It is also certain that Hawthorne's interpretation of
Brown's "mid-life. What is certain is that he lives and dies in pain because his belief in his righteousness
isolates him from his community. She calls for him to remain with her, but Brown is determined to go his own
way. Following his education at Bowdoin College, Hawthorne spent years in isolation mastering the art of
writing. The rest of his life is spent in misery as he thinks everyone is part of a secret evil and sin another
recurring theme in the works of Hawthore and when he dies, few are saddened. It also might reveal that he
feels everyone is capable of some evil, even if they appear to be the most pious in the community.


