
AP LITERATURE HAMLET ESSAY PROMPT

HAMLET: AP Literature Essay Prompts. Below are five prompts which appeared in past AP Lit Exams. Your assignment
is to choose two prompts and write an.

So, although he mistakenly kills the wrong man, Hamlet's utter disdain for Claudius ultimately leads to
Ophelia's own madness and suicide. Hamlet doesn't get along with him for all the same reasons he doesn't get
along with his mother anymore. Hamlet's madness is seemingly all an act he perpetuates to help him gain
vengeance for his father, while Ophelia's madness is a true tragedy. But the discussion doesn't go deeper than
some nicely summarized plot points and it never digs into Ophelia's madness, which is a major part of the
theme throughout the play. And then she married his uncle. He thinks a lot about killing himself. Ophelia's
madness is undeniably real. Is he angry because he himself did not succeed to the throne? The changes in
these relationships have major repercussions on the themes of family and madness. Claudius has an even more
direct effect on Hamlet's madness. Plus, instead of discussing Ophelia's madness as a consequence of Hamlet's
relationship with Claudius, this student discusses Hamlet's direct relationship with Ophelia. The changes that
occur when you take a young man already grieving over his dead father and his perceived lack of respect from
his mother, and combine them with the news of betrayal from another member of his own family, is enough to
cause Hamlet to choose to act mad, and maybe even to actually go a little mad. Following the unhinged
manner in which she acts in front of the king and queen, it's not much of a surprise to discover that Ophelia
has committed suicide. And it's worse that she remarried Claudius, since he was the king's brother. All the
madness displayed in this play has its roots in Hamlet's relationships with Claudius and Gertrude. If Hamlet
really goes mad, Gertrude's actions are definitely a part of that. Breakdown Yikes. For starters, Ophelia isn't
Hamlet's sister, so 1 the essay is mainly a summary, 2 it's poor summary at that, and 3 it's completely
haphazard. We will have class time to work, but the majority will be done on your own time. Even though he
goes on to put on a show of madness, it's possible that he actually does go a little mad, and there's no question
that Gertrude's actions are a part of that. Hamlet's relationship with Claudius is already poor when the play
begins because he's upset about Claudius taking his father's place so soon. Ophelia's madness is the only
example that is assuredly real. Evidence appears in the play to supportâ€”but not proveâ€”such theories.
Breakdown The fall from a 7 score to a 6 score is more apparent than the fall from a 9 to an 8, and maybe even
from an 8 to a 7. If his mom didn't remarry only two days after his dad died then Hamlet wouldn't be so upset.
Hamlet's problems include problems with his family, including his mother Gertrude, his new father Claudius
and his sister Ophelia. Ophelia truly loses her mind and winds up killing herself. Score: 5 In Hamlet, by
William Shakespeare, the character Hamlet's poor relationships with his mother, Queen Gertrude, and his
uncle, King Claudius, show a great deal about his madness, and madness is a major theme in the play. He feels
it's totally unreasonable for her to have moved on and remarried so quickly. Everyone has already seen a
drastic change in his behavior and demeanor, so the "crazy" act he puts on seems like a logical progression.
Score: 7 A central theme in Hamlet is madness, which is demonstrated through both Hamlet and Ophelia.
Related documents. Score: 1 Hamlet used to, like, love his mom. According to the College Board : "The score
should reflect the quality of the essay as a wholeâ€”its content, style, and mechanics. This is what actually
causes Hamlet to act crazy. But there's also a deeper reason for her madness. Breakdown We've moved on to
the College Board's class of poorly-written essays here. Score: 4 There is no doubt that a character's
relationship with one or more family members or friends in a book or play can have a drastic impact on the
story as a whole.


