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Moby-Dick is about the problem of evil. Why is your claim important? The comparison to law can be useful
in order to demonstrate to students that when they write a literary analysis they are advocating a specific
understanding of the text in relation to other understandings of the text, some of which their argument may
coincide with, and some of which their argument may directly oppose. Moby-Dick is boring and pointless.
WHY: Why should we care? See 16 17 Overview of Literary Analysis When writing a literary analysis: Be
familiar with literary terms Analyze specific items Make an a argument Make appropriate use of secondary
sources Consult instructors and tutors for help when needed This screen gives the facilitator a chance to sum
up the content of the presentation. Bibliography Dictionary of Literary Biography Discipline-specific sources
Example: America: History and Life for American literature Other search means The facilitator may wish to
ask students what resources they have found helpful in the past. A good strategy here is to ask students to talk
about why each of the first three options is problematic. It is a road map for the paper â€” it tells the reader
what to expect from the rest of the paper. What is still missing? When writing a literary analysis, you will
focus on specific attribute s of the text s. When discussing these attributes, you will want to make sure that you
are making a specific, arguable point thesis about these attributes. The fourth option, while not scintillating, is
the one thesis statement on the list that could be developed and supported throughout an essay. There are
numerous introductions to literary criticism and theory that are widely available. Example: A Handbook to
Literature. Moby Dick is about the problem of evil. It should be placed somewhere in the introduction of your
paper. Your topic may change as you write, so you may need to revise your thesis statement to reflect exactly
what you have discussed in the paper. What does the contrast signify? An opinion about the book, not an
argument. Much like a lawyer! Moby Dick is boring and pointless. Successful thesis statements provoke
thought and should read beautifully. The thesis statement is the announcement of your argument that you
intend to make and prove in the duration of your paper. I particularly stress the fact that words, figures of
speech, and patterns of organization matter when we are talking and writing about literature. Many like to put
it as the last sentence of their intro which is fine. Here the facilitator may wish to define precisely what a thesis
statement is give some examples of thesis statements for literary essays. The most significant point to be
emphasized here is that literary analysis is an argument about a literary work, and that whatever
recommendations are made throughout the presentation stem from the need to write persuasively about a clear,
debatable thesis. Moby-Dick is about a big, white whale. Many students need to have the importance of direct
quotations emphasized strongly. Moby Dick is about a big, white whale. It can be helpful to give an
explanation of some of the terms, but also to direct students to glossaries of literary terms that can help them
learn about these concepts for themselves. Think of it as the foundation of a house â€” if your foundation is
weak and poorly constructed, what do you think happens to the house? The facilitator might also ask students
to suggest ways of finding out about historical and social context in preparation for the next two slides. It may
also involve research on and analysis of secondary sources This screen is designed to provide a brief overview
of the entire presentation. You will defend this point with reasons and evidence drawn from the text. There are
various handbooks of literary terms available in most libraries. The thesis statement is one of the most
important parts of your paper.


