
STRATEGIES FOR WRITING A BOOK REPORT

This handout will help you write a book review, a report or essay that offers a critical perspective on a text. It offers a
process and suggests some strategies for .

It is good practice too for students to double-check their use of evidence. As yourself a few questions: Was the
book meant to be entertaining or informative? Historically, ale and beer not milk, wine, or water were
important elements of the English diet. You should attempt to do the same. University of North Carolina;
Gastel, Barbara. The news and radio shows "promo" upcoming stories with a little teaser, often called a hook
because it "hooks" your attention. Not everyone has read Dickens, but many people have heard his name.
They are opinion pieces and opinions grow out of our experiences of our experiences of life. Critical
commentary about front or back matter is generally only necessary if you believe there is something that
diminishes the overall quality of the work [e. If the author wanted you to get one main idea from the book,
what would it be? This will help the reader to gauge whether or not the book is of interest to them. What has
the book accomplished? In this example, the reviewer might include a reference to the book's setting and plot
in that first paragraph: Set in the sleepy town of Maycomb, Alabama during the Depression, we learn about
Scout Finch and her father, a prominent lawyer, as he desperately works to prove the innocence of a black man
wrongly accused of rape. If you find it useful to include comparisons to other books, keep them brief so that
the book under review remains in the spotlight. You can, however, introduce new ideas that go beyond the
book if they extend the logic of your own thesis. These ideas were adapted from November! Discuss one
particular episode in the story that you remember most. If necessary, review related literature from other books
and journal articles to familiarize yourself with the field. Never hesitate to challenge an assumption, approach,
or argument. Here is a list of some active verbs for referring to texts and ideas that you might find useful:
account for. Does he think it is inevitable, or preventable? Book reviews are meant to be subjective. The
invisible author One common mistake students make is failing to step back far enough from the story to
evaluate it as a piece of work produced by someone. Be sure to note important omissions of sources that you
believe should have been utilized, including important digital resources or archival collections. Paradoxically,
your understanding of the author depends on your deliberate detachment from the story itself to discover those
traces. The author leaves traces of himself throughout. What was the mood of that scene? The point is that
someoneâ€”a professor, a journal editor, peers in a study groupâ€”wants to know what you think about a
particular work. Does the author cover all aspects of the subject in a balanced fashion? To do this well they
should: i. Depending on how your professor wants you to organize your review, the bibliographic information
represents the heading of your review. How do you do this? Why or why not? Precise language allows you to
control the tone of your review. How does it compare or contrast to the world you know? We describe the tone
of a book with adjectives, and more than one if necessary: straightforward, complex, ironic, creepy, pathetic,
bitter, comic, tragic. When you are reading, take notes in your notebook. Are statements supported? From
what point of view is the work written? Explain why you think this book will or will not be read years from
now. Create a travel brochure for the setting of the story or scrapbook pages about key characters. The idea is
to start your book report by identifying your general theme so that you can move on to the body of your essay.
Do you find that evidence convincing? About what issue? How does the author support his or her argument?


