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Do you wish to take some member of my body? Noteworthy are the more recent editions of: F. We see how
great and how efficient it really is, only when it shows by endurance what it is capable of. And so he is not
even irritated if in their sick condition they venture to be somewhat impertinent to their physician, and in the
same spirit in which he sets no value on the honours they have, he sets no value on the lack of honour they
show. It is possible for one to become a wrong-doer, although he may not have done a wrong. Where those
things are that pass and change their owners, I know not; so far as my possessions are concerned they are with
me, and ever will be with me. But since it is your wish that a part be severed from the whole, and that I refute
a single objection while the main question is left untouched, I shall do so; the task is not difficult, - I shall be
pleading the cause of the gods. As he struggles and presses on towards those things that are lofty,
well-ordered, undaunted, that flow on with even and harmonious current, that are untroubled, kindly, adapted
to the public good, beneficial both to himself and to others, the wise man will covet nothing low, will never
repine. To the same category belongs the matter under discussion. Make him whole again and send him back
to the senate; he will express the same opinion. Consider all the tribes whom Roman civilization does not
reach - I mean the Germans and all the nomad tribes that assail us along the Danube. For if injury is the
experiencing of some evil, if, moreover, the wise man can experience no evil, no injury affects a wise man. I
crept just now from the ruins of my house, and while the conflagration blazed on every side, I fled from the
flames through blood; what fate befalls my daughters, whether a worse one than their country's own, I know
not. Even the phenomena which seem irregular and undetermined - I mean showers and clouds, the stroke of
crashing thunderbolts and the fires that belch from the riven peaks of mountains, tremors of the quaking
ground, and the other disturbances which the turbulent element in nature sets in motion about the earth, these,
no matter how suddenly they occur, do not happen without a reason; nay, they also are the result of special
eauses, and so, in like manner, are those things which seem miraculous by reason of the incongruous situations
in which they are beheld, such as warm waters in the midst of the sea- waves,and the expanses of new islands
that spring up in the wide ocean. For this purpose some people buy young slaves because they are pert, and
they whet their impudence and keep them under an instructor in order that they may be practised in pouring
forth streams of abuse; and yet we call this smartness, not insult. For Cato himself I bade you have no concern,
for no wise man can receive either injury or insult. Whether the throat is strangled by a knot, or water stops the
breathing, or the hard ground crushes in the skull of one falling headlong to its surface, or flame inhaled cuts
off the course of respiration, be it what it may, the end is swift. We should offer ourselves to Fortune in order
that, struggling with her, we may be hardened by her. You may keep your vices - it is the wise man for whom
this liberty is being sought. While all excesses are hurtful, the most dangerous is unlimited good fortune. Is
Rutilius unfortunate because those who condemned him will have to plead their cause through all the ages?
Yet such is the weakness and vanity of some men's minds, there are those who think that nothing is more
bitter. He knows that the position of such a man is no more to be envied than that of the slave in a large
household whose duty it is to keep under constraint the sick and the insane. Outwardly you do not shine; your
goods are directed inward. Fire tests gold, misfortune brave men. For this reason he is so resolute and cheerful,
for this reason he is elate with constant joy. Add, further, that no man receives an injury without some mental
disturbance, yea more, he is perturbed even by the thought of it; but the man who has been saved from error,
who is self- controlled and has deep and calm repose, is free from such perturbation. Although the great
creator and ruler of the universe himself wrote the decrees of Fate, yet he follows them. And, on the other
hand, he will not be disturbed if the King of the Medes or King Attalus of Asia, ignoring his greeting, passes
him by in silence and with a look of disdain. But I have still my all, untouched and undiminished. There is no
virtue that fails to realize that it does endure. Again, that which injures must be more powerful than that which
is injured; but wickedness is not stronger than righteousness; therefore it is impossible for the wise man to be
injured. Except minor changes in punctuation and orthography, divergencies from these have been duly
recorded in the critical notes. But wisdom leaves no room for evil, for the only evil it knows is baseness,
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which cannot enter where virtue and uprightness already abide. You are a great man; but how do I know it if
Fortune gives you no opportunity of showing your worth? But to you I have given the true and enduring
goods, which are greater and better the more any one turns them over and views them from every side. In like
manner, also, I may say to a good man, if no harder circumstance has given him the opportunity whereby
alone he might show the strength of his mind, "I judge you unfortunate because you have never been
unfortunate; you have passed through life without an antagonist; no one will know what you can do, - not even
yourself. And so, in the case of good men the gods follow the same rule that teachers follow with their pupils;
they require most effort from those of whom they have the surest hopes. Is Fabricius unfortunate because,
whenever he has leisure from affairs of state, he tills his fields?


