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Ethan returns to the farm and picks up Mattie to take her to the train station. Aware of the isolation and
loneliness facing him after his mother's death, Ethan marries Zeena, a cousin who nursed his mother. Just as
the two are entering Frome's house, the prologue ends. As is true to most Greek tragedies the ending of the
shown before the downfall itself. His life is transformed as he falls in love with Mattie, but their fate is
doomed by the stifling conventions of the era. She began writing Ethan Frome in the early s when she was still
married. She found a story that is "as moral as the classic fairy tale" and that functions as a "realistic social
criticism. He tells Mattie that she will have to leave and he kisses her for the first time. We then embark on the
"first" chapter Chapter I , which takes place twenty-four years prior. Zeena comes into the kitchen furious
because she has found her broken red pickle dish. You may also like. As a young man, Ethan Frome wanted to
become an engineer. It is among the few works by Wharton with a rural setting. A young engineer from
outside of town narrates the beginning of the story. Scott Fitzgerald illuminates this. When he is around
Mattie, Ethan feels a sense of mastery. The work was adapted into a popular film of the same name. Explore
the ways in which Wharton arouses sympathy in the reader for the main character, Ethan Frome. Ethan Frome
suffered tragedy because of his character flaws, errors in his judgment, and forces beyond his control. In this
way Ethan had his last failure in not exceeding to die with his love, instead he had to live with the guilt from
his wife, the injured Mattie, and broken dreams. Further illustrating the psychosomatic nature of most of
Zeena's previous complaints, she has now found the strength through necessity to be the caregiver rather than
being the invalid. Critics did take note of this when reviewing the book. When The Narrator stays overnight at
the Frome farm, over twenty years after the smash-up, he is surprised to find that Mattie â€” crippled by the
accident â€” complains incessantly. As Ethan expects, Hale declines to pay him then. Edith Wharton would
have learned of the event while working at the Lenox library with Kate Spencer, a survivor of the actual
accident. The novel was criticized by Lionel Trilling as lacking in moral or ethical significance. Ethan would
like nothing better than to move away; however, Zeena will not leave Starkfield. Daniel Byrne, a neighbor,
takes Mattie's trunk to the train station. When Maddie has to leave, Ethan and Maddie decide to kill
themselves so they never would have to leave one another. The narrator hears a complaining female voice, and
it is easy to assume that it belongs to the never-happy Zeena, but in the final twist of the story, it emerges that
it is in fact Mattie, who now lives with the Fromes due to having been paralyzed in the accident.


