
MEDIA PROMOTING AND PROTECTING RIGHT TO INFORMATION

May 8, Freedom of expression, unrestricted propagation of ideas and ready access to information are essential for the
functioning of a democratic g.

If a newscaster is covering a political rally and is able to secure a short interview with a candidate, equal time
does not apply. This right applies equally offline and online, and should be balanced with other legitimate
rights and interests. Between and , print newspaper circulation continued to fall in almost all regions, with the
exception of Asia and the Pacific, where the dramatic increase in sales in a few select countries has offset falls
in historically strong Asian markets such as Japan and the Republic of Korea. In , under the cloak of
anonymity, the associate director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Mark Felt, became a news source for
Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein, political reporters at the Washington Post. Some administrations use the
media to increase public support during times of war, as Woodrow Wilson did in World War I. In , during the
first Persian Gulf War, journalists received all publication material from the military in a prepackaged and
staged manner. For every journalist that is killed, many other people are pressured to silence. However, in
many countries the media are threatened, their offices are ransacked, and their activities are closed down. This
should include both media as well as information services such as news agencies, community-based radio,
web-based distribution and media production networks. First, libel and slander occur only in cases where false
information is presented as fact. Throughout the world, this Day serves as an occasion to celebrate press
freedom, raise awareness of violations against the right to freedom of expression and draw attention to the
work of all too many journalists forced to brave death or jail to bring people their daily news. The citizenry
can thereby use the media to express their assent or dissent or explore aspects of issues not considered through
official channels. Legitimacy is only aided by a governance strategy that sees independent investigative media
as an ally and not as a threat. In countries with emerging independent mediascapes, professional media
industry associations can take the lead in assisting various media outlets to understand their role as
independent media and encourage them to find ways to be economically self-sustaining. Approximately 2
percent of complaints to the FCC are about radio programming and 10 percent about television programming,
compared to 71 percent about telephone complaints and 15 percent about Internet complaints. The event
spurred the creation of accreditation for journalists, which meant a journalist must be approved to cover the
White House and the military before entering a controlled area. Other presidents limit the media in order to
limit dissent. With the advent of television, the FCC was given the same authority to license and monitor
television stations. Supreme Court applied a stringent test of malice to determine whether the advertisement
was libel; the court deemed it was not. The station appealed the decision and lost. Rivera was immediately
removed from the unit and escorted from Iraq. Likewise, if a news programs creates a short documentary on
the problem of immigration reform and chooses to include clips from only one or two candidates, the rule does
not apply. In conflict areas, information is very often replaced by rumors and propaganda. If the media are to
function in the public interest, governments have to protect the independent functioning of the media and
allow various viewpoints to flourish in society. The rule of law The rule of law is implied in the existence of
law and other judicial systems within societies and is enshrined in the texts of the law itself. Media and the
First Amendment The U. An open and free media can play an important role in the fight against poverty.
Secondly, by acting - as mentioned above - as a watchdog against corruption, it can help ensure that greater
importance be attached to development issues in the allocation of resources, while at the same time
strengthening the institutions responsible for promoting the overall development of society. In essence, it
reduced competition and increased the number of conglomerates. Although states are obliged to implement
measures against manifestations of freedom of expression that encourage hatred and intolerance of individuals
or groups, finding the right balance can be difficult. The Supreme Court ruled that while the government can
impose prior restraint on the media, meaning the government can prevent the publication of information, that
right is very limited. Yet on a weekly basis, newspapers and magazines print stories that are negative and
harmful. The Council of Europe has developed a framework of international cooperation to prevent and
respond to eventual disruptions of the Internet.


