
THE SUPPRESSION AND EXPLOITATION OF BLACK

The economic toll on black people during the long decades of oppression was staggering. Many immigrants -- Irish,
Italians, Chinese and.

Yet others may emphasize that citizenship rights for blacks were hollow because blacks had no economic
resources; blacks in postwar America could not easily escape an economic system that was slavery by another
name. The incentives for corporations to exploit our labor also go gravely unchallenged. If the government
could take lake and property from former slave masters, would it then have had precedent to later take land
and property from former slaves? No southern state could return to civilian rule until its voters, including
black men, framed a state constitution that guaranteed black suffrage. However important a command of the
chronology of Reconstruction may be, it is equally important that students understand that Reconstruction was
a period when American waged a sustained debate over who was an American, what rights should all
Americans enjoy, and what rights would only some Americans possess. Moreover, they face no consequences
for supporting the politicians who allowed the water to be poisoned in the first place. I also point out that poor
whites and poor blacks may both have been poor, but they were poor in very different ways so that they were
at best tentative allies. Within months of the end of the Civil War former slaves in the South had gathered in
conventions to proclaim their vision for their region and their race. Expediency alone, then, coaxed some
white Republicans to support political rights for blacks. And while black Americans make up only 13 percent
of the U. Property was not expropriated or redistributed in the South. Historians may have written more about
the Civil War but they have argued louder and longer about Reconstruction. Corporations pay pennies in
donations to civil rights organizations: the silence of those organizations is easily bought with no real
concessions They are celebrated for sending bottled water to victims of poisoned public water in Flint,
Michigan. Jim Crow fell, and America moved closer than ever to fulfilling its democratic promise of equality
and opportunity for all. During Reconstruction, the 12 years following the end of the Civil War and the
abolition of slavery, former slaves made meaningful political, social and economic gains. Each of these
positions is worth discussion, but each tends to flatten out the motivations and behavior of the actors in the
drama of Reconstruction. They also brought in some of the sleaziest, most morally bankrupt people to help
them pull this off, including those with a history of launching racist political attacks. But if we don't know
enough to know what the Constitution is, we know enough to know what justice is. And virtually all of these
interpretations presumed that the outcome of Reconstruction was both inevitable and wholly outside the hands
of African Americans. Reforms that were imposed on the Southâ€”the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments,
for exampleâ€”applied to the entire nation. Should the schools have been integrated? At the same time, that
whites looked for a system of labor and the Black Codes to bind blacks to the land, as slavery had, freed
people coveted land of their own and struggled to be masters of their own time and labor. African Americans
would not be enslaved or assigned to a separate economic status. For both the state and private corporations,
the opportunities for profit were enormous. This exercise helps students see African Americans as actors in
Reconstruction, but actors constrained by the actions of other actors. Or take the example of white northerners.
After the Civil War, were the Confederate states conquered lands, frontier territories, or states in good
standing? The most notable exception to this willful silence about blacks and Reconstruction was W.


