
LITERATURE REVIEW AND CLOSE ANALYSIS

When reading critically, focus on the purpose of your literature review: Think about what you expect from the article or
chapter, before reading it.

How did these elements come together? How authoritative and credible is this source? While you are going
through this process, it is best for you to assume that every word is importantâ€”again, you can decide whether
something is really important later. If you are reading something longer, are there certain words that come up
again and again? Or is your work clearer when you work through each big ideaâ€”the significance of
whiteness, the effect of an altered sonnet form, and so onâ€”sequentially? Your search methodolgy should
include: where you searched e. Further Reading If you really want to master the practice of reading and
writing about literature, we recommend Sylvan Barnet and William E. A narrative thread Although you clearly
need to write in an academic style, it can be helpful to imagine that you are telling a story. Are there words
that stand out? If so, what is it? It can also establish a framework within which to present and analyse the
findings. Keeping a record Keeping a record of your search strategy is useful, to prevent you duplicating effort
by doing the same search twice, or missing out a significant and relevant sector of literature because you think
you have already done that search. Close reading is a process of finding as much information as you can in
order form to as many questions as you can. They may already have copies of articles that you can work with.
If you want even more information about approaching poems specifically, take a look at our guide: How to
Read a Poem. It can give you a degree of control, in what can feel like an overwhelming and uncontrollable
stage of the research process. Fiction writers and poets build texts out of many central components, including
subject, form, and specific word choices. Asking these and similar questions will help you discern between
good and bad research. What brought the kindred spider to that height, Then steered the white moth thither in
the night? Knowing how to organize these papers can be tricky, in part because there is no single right
answerâ€”only more and less effective answers.


