
INDEPENDENT AND DEPENTENT VARIABLES OF PSYCHOLOGY

One is called the dependent variable and the other the independent variable. It is very important in psychological
research to clearly define what you mean by.

In summary: The independent variable answers the question "What do I change? In this example, the length of
time it takes participants to respond to a sound is the dependent variable, while the sounds are the independent
variable. Educators are interested in whether participating in after-school math tutoring can increase scores on
standardized math exams. What are independent and dependent variables. Have you ever wondered what your
personality type means? Experiments Edit In the design of experiments , independent variables are those
whose values are controlled or selected by the experimenter to determine its relationship to an observed
phenomenon the dependent variable. In an experiment looking at how sleep impacts test performance, the
dependent variable would test performance because it's a measure of the participants' behavior. Every
experiment has a controlling variable, and it is necessary to not change it, or the results of the experiment
won't be accurate. The amount of alcohol a participant ingests is the independent variable, while their
performance on the driving test is the dependent variable. Email Address There was an error. How to reference
this article: McLeod, S. Because it is independent of research participants' actionsâ€”participants have no
control over what condition or group they are assigned to. Operationalizing Variables It is very important in
psychological research to clearly define what you mean by both your independent and dependent variables.
Independent and Dependent Variable Example For example, we might change the type of information e. If the
two groups are alike in all respects except for the variation created by the manipulation of the independent
variable, then any differences between the two groups on the dependent variable must be due to the
manipulation of the independent variable. Thus if we have a function f x , then x is an independent variable,
and f x is a dependent variable. This is because when taking measurements, times are usually predetermined,
and the resulting speed of the vehicle is recorded at those times. Careers The independent variable is the
characteristic of a psychology experiment that is manipulated or changed. In this example, the scores on the
math exams are the dependent variable and the classical music is the independent variable. For example, in an
experiment looking at the effects of studying on test scores, studying would be the independent variable.
When researchers make changes to the independent variable, they then measure any resulting changes to the
dependent variable. See also.


