
AN ANALYSIS OF THE CHARACTERS OF ERNEST HEMINGWAY IN THE

SUN ALSO RISES AND IN OUR TIME

I am sick of those ones with their clear restrained writing,â€• wrote the master Ernest Hemingway's â€œThe Sun Also
Risesâ€• was almost called something else. such a damned good time together,â€• the author at first had Jake respond,
the main character and the heroineâ€”if it really were a story about a lady.

Imagine Hemingway, the great economist of words, deciding just how he would introduce perhaps his most
enduring siren. Like Jake, Brett wears a mask. Senate of the Treaty of Versailles and the League of Nations
proposed therein. Spain was Hemingway's favorite European country; he considered it a healthy place, and the
only country "that hasn't been shot to pieces. At least, they will never be happy together. Later, Hemingway
opted for a more straightforward, chronological order, introducing the American expats Jake, Brett, and
Robert Cohn in Paris, before they travel to Spain. Conrad Aiken wrote in the New York Herald Tribune , "If
there is a better dialogue to be written today I do not know where to find it"; and Bruce Barton wrote in The
Atlantic that Hemingway "writes as if he had never read anybody's writing, as if he had fashioned the art of
writing himself," and that the characters "are amazingly real and alive. There is an implied dilemma in Cohn's
maladjustment. Jake becomes the moral center of the story. The first is an allusion to the " Lost Generation ", a
term coined by Gertrude Stein referring to the post-war generation; [note 2] [28] the other epigraph is a long
quotation from Ecclesiastes : "One generation passeth away, and another generation cometh: but the earth
abideth for ever. Be positive, not negative. Much of their inherent natures are left to be betrayed by their own
speech, by their apparently aimless conversation among themselves. The war renders his manhood that is, his
penis useless because of injury. The Basques speak a language that is entirely unrelated to either Spanish or
French, and they are credited with inventing the beret worn by Brett and Mike in the novel , the espadrille a
rope-soled shoe , and the game of jai alai. Jake and Brett have a relationship that becomes destructive because
their love cannot be consummated. They are easily diverted by pleasures, their own uneasiness, and
unfortunate backgrounds. Daiker suggests that Brett's behavior in Madridâ€”after Romero leaves and when
Jake arrives at her summonsâ€”reflects her immorality. Hemingway writes: Probably any amount of this does
not seem to have anything to do with the story and perhaps it has not. However, this technical aspect of
Hemingway's art does not imply that the Count is totally without importance; on the contrary, he is also a
member of the "Lost Generation", although older than the others, and exemplifies the manly virtues praised by
the novelist. Although it is not said explicitly, it is implied that they are not together because Jake is impotent
and Brett unwilling to give up sex.


