
EFFECTIVE PERSONAL ESSAY WRITING

Personal essays relate intimate thoughts and experiences to universal truths. Here's how to tell your story in a way that
resonates.

Maturity What specific lessons have you learned from experience, and are you ready to apply those lessons to
the job or the academic program you're considering? Be careful with verb tense. The old man nods. Must they
address a certain type of subject? The simplest structure has just three parts: an introduction, a body of
information, and a conclusion. An outline can be helpful to organize your thoughts before you begin. Expect
to cut at least the first third of your initial draft. A satisfying essay will introduce an idea, an image, or even a
word, without fully revealing its significance until the end. Keep in mind that it's not enough to be able to
recount a personal experience; you should be prepared to interpret it as well. Try to select a relevant topic,
spicing it up with examples from your own life; No structure. Yet each of these writers observes certain
distinctive organizing or disorganizing principles of his own, thus charting the ramble and shaping the form. In
a sense, the only part of the application over which you have complete control right now is the essay. The
Common Application presents six different prompts for you to choose from when writing your essay. Don't
switch around. A regular personal essay, as well as any other type of the paper, should contain the following
elements: Introduction. Tell who the main characters are. By using this antigenre form that in contemporary
essays embodies multiple kinds of writing, many essayists in search of democracy find a freedom for
expressing in their writings spontaneity, self-reflexivity, accessibility, and a rhetoric of sincerity. What about
the things a student should avoid? Regardless of whether or not one of your applications will be submitted to
Vanderbilt, we would like to offer you a few nuggets of the expertise we have acquired working with students
and evaluating applications over years. However, everything is not that simple and you need to distinguish a
descriptive essay or a research form a personal one to be able to expect a high grade. Conclude the
introduction with a catchy, persuasive thesis statement. Are there unnecessary words you can eliminate? Pay
attention to how the end ties back to the beginning. Tie the concluding ideas to the opening paragraph. When
describing a particular event, most writers focus on how a place or situation appeared. Sweaty hands, stutter,
drooping shoulders? It works fine with the movie, but experts recommend following the chronological order
of the events in a reflective paper not to get lost. Take your revisions seriously. Use your own vocabulary.
Close your essay with a summary of everything you have discussed in your work, making predictions for the
future. Be sure to use plenty of detail to make this happen and avoid overrelying on adjectives. The best
conclusions are tied to the opening paragraph. Here are a few examples. Strong verbs are often better.
Paragraphs often have the same structure as the entire essay. Show us. What I Think and Feel at 25, by F.
Updated August 28, It's your first day back in English class and you are given the assignment to write a
personal essay.


