
THE 1930S IN ALABAMA IN TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD A NOVEL BY

HARPER LEE

By almost any measurement, Harper Lee's To Kill A Mockingbird () is The Pulitzer Prizeâ€“winning novel spent 88
weeks on bestseller lists, and . the racially segregated world of the s and consider it unreasonable.

When Ku Klux Klan mobs saw a brief resurgence around , Alabama became the first state to make it a
misdemeanor to appear in public wearing masks. Little drama, much persistence. Salinger is the best
exampleâ€”she has been stalked, intruded upon, pestered and sought after. Nelle Harper Lee Defenders praise
Lee precisely for the simplicity of her style, her almost mystical evocation of childhood, and her sensitive
portrayal of children as they slip the bounds of innocence and discover the darkness of adulthood. She portrays
the problems of individual characters as universal underlying issues in every society. Set in a tiny town in
Utah in the late 's, The Great Brain series recounts the mischief and miracles wrought by Tom Fitzgerald
through the eyes of his ordinary-brained younger brother John. Cotton prices fell from 18 cents per pound in
to only six cents per pound in  This was a time when many white people, particularly in the southern states of
America were racist towards black people. However, scholar Christopher Metress connects the mockingbird to
Boo Radley: "Instead of wanting to exploit Boo for her own fun as she does in the beginning of the novel by
putting on gothic plays about his history , Scout comes to see him as a 'mockingbird'â€”that is, as someone
with an inner goodness that must be cherished. The trial, moved to mostly white Baldwin County, lasted a day
and a half. Dubose, who is determined to break herself of a morphine addiction, Atticus tells Jem that courage
is "when you're licked before you begin but you begin anyway and you see it through no matter what". There
was fear that Lett would be lynched. Capote had been known in town for his big-city airs. Other children taunt
Jem and Scout for Atticus's actions, calling him a " nigger -lover". Lee would not be punished. Dolphus
Raymond; and Calpurnia and other members of the black community. No seat is available on the main floor,
but the Rev. He died in an Alabama hospital in , when Harper Lee was old enough to be aware of it. In
hometown getup, she ambles in playground of school she once attended. My father's a lawyer, so I grew up in
this room, and mostly I watched him from here. As one scholar writes, "To Kill a Mockingbird can be read as
a feminist Bildungsroman, for Scout emerges from her childhood experiences with a clear sense of her place
in her community and an awareness of her potential power as the woman she will one day be. But all that was
mostly commemorative fanfare, political theater and sentimental rage. The town is burdened, Atticus might
say diseased, by social prejudices in general, and racism in particular. According to the Library of Congress,
the novel is the country's most popular selection for citywide reading programs, in which residents of a
community read a common novel over the course of a year. He spent years fighting for his reinstatement. In ,
the Library of Congress asked 5, patrons to name the book that had made the biggest difference in their lives.
Renowned playwright Horton Foote wrote the screenplay, and Elmer Bernstein composed the memorable
musical score. Maycomb is also sharply geographically divided along class lines. It took until for the men to
be exonerated. British playwright Christopher Sergel adapted the book into a play that is widely produced,
including an annual spring performance at the Monroe County courthouse in Monroeville and periodic
performances at the Alabama Shakespeare Festival in Montgomery. As a girl, I loved the stories of
adventureâ€”surviving sickness, blizzards, poor crops and snotty Nellie Olson. Beatings were a regular
occurrence and any attempt to escape could result in being lynched. Radley imprisons his son in his house to
the extent that Boo is remembered only as a phantom. When eight of the teenagers were convicted and initially
condemned to death by an all-white jury in Scottsboro, Ala. However, in , Lee stated that she had in mind
something less sensational, although the Scottsboro case served "the same purpose" to display Southern
prejudices.


