
AN OVERVIEW OF THE COUNTRY OF INDIA DURING THE BRITISH

COLONIZATION PERIOD

Colonial India was the part of the Indian subcontinent which was under the jurisdiction of European colonial powers,
during the Age of Discovery. European power was exerted both by conquest and trade, especially in spices. The search
for the wealth and prosperity of India led to the colonization of the In the later 18th century Great Britain and France
struggled for dominance.

The government did little to alleviate distress, and was focused mostly on shipping gold to Britain. During the
years of World War I , the hitherto bourgeois "home-rule" movement was transformed into a popular mass
movement by Mahatma Gandhi , a pacifist. Critics of British rule generally point out that all of these benefits
went to a tiny British ruling class and the majority of Indians gained little. India had already established itself
on the world map with a decent amount of exports. These settlements had evolved from 'factories' or trading
posts into major commercial towns under British jurisdiction, as Indian merchants and artisans moved in to do
business with the Company and with the British inhabitants who lived there. The implementation of
improvement in any systematic way lay in the future, but commitment to governing in Indian ways through
Indians was waning fast. Railway costs could therefore not be tailored to the timely needs of the railways or
their passengers. The Viennese monopoly ended with the establishment of European incursions in the sea
trade. India's huge population made it an attractive market for British industry. Although primarily it was an
agrarian economy, many manufacturing activities were budding in the pre-colonial India. However, the
economic balance sheet of the empire remains a controversial topic and the debate has revolved around
whether the British developed or retarded the Indian economy. With US foreign policy pressurising the end of
western imperialism, it seemed only a matter of time before India gained its freedom. In , a local rebellion by
an army of sepoys escalated into the Rebellion of , which took six months to suppress with heavy loss of life
on both sides, although the loss of British lives is in the range of a few thousand, the loss on the Indian side
was in the hundreds of thousands. At first, only the unskilled workers were Indians. By the s rivalry between
the British and the French, who were late comers to Indian trade, was becoming acute. For example, Olson
concludes that the East India Company's attempt to annexe and expand its direct control of India, by arbitrary
laws such as Doctrine of Lapse, combined with employment discrimination against Indians, contributed to the
Rebellion. The towering figure in this latter group was Mahatma Gandhi, who introduced a seismic new idiom
of opposition in the shape of non-violent non-cooperation or 'satyagraha' meaning 'truth' or 'soul' force'.
According to Olson, several reasons may have triggered the Rebellion. The British took steps that ensured
development and promotion of the interests of their home country. Britain, on the other hand, had no
indigenous written language until the 9th century C. Nanda, Bal Ram. The Company's main settlements,
Bombay, Madras and Calcutta were established in the Indian provinces where cotton textiles for export were
most readily available. The French were constantly in conflict with the Dutch and later on mainly with the
British in India.


