
WRITING APPOSITIVE SENTENCES

An appositive = a noun or noun phrase that renames another noun right beside it. appositive is always separated from
the rest of the sentence with comma(s).

My childhood friend, Anne-Marie, loved horses. The appositive can be a short or long combination of words.
Explanation: Harvey is a precise identifier. To be an appositive, they must contain a noun. Hint: You have two
younger sisters. Pop Quiz Answers: 1. Four Variations 1. The sentence makes sense without the appositive:
Dilbert Dithers collects vintage radios. Multiple Appositives Two, three, or even more appositives may appear
alongside the same noun: Saint Petersburg, a city of almost five-million people, Russia's second-largest and
northernmost metropolis, was designed three centuries ago by Peter the Great. What Is an Appositive? This
means that it cannot be left out. Appositives Love Commas Did you notice every appositive was surrounded
by commas? Placing an appositive at the very end of a sentence is another way to give it special emphasis. A
nonrestrictive appositive is separated by commas. Explanation: My friend is not a precise identifier because
one may have numerous friends. The bookshelf, a large piece of furniture, was moved into the house first.
Whichever way you choose to punctuate it, the key is to realize that My brother likens himself to Zeus is the
core sentence and that the god of thunder is nonessential to that sentence. For an example, begin with David
the job-seeker: Normal Sentence: David applied for the job. Reducing an adjective clause to an appositive is
one way to cut the clutter in our writing. As long as we don't overwhelm the reader with too much information
at one time, a double or triple appositive can be an effective way of adding supplementary details to a
sentence. A few more examples: My neighbor Augustus grew a pound pumpkin last summer. With this type of
appositive, there is no disconnection between the driver and the passenger; one has his or her arms around the
other.


