
KERATOCONUS CAUSES SYMPTOMS SIGNS DIAGNOSIS AND

Keratoconus is a condition in which your eye's cornea is unable to hold its round shape. WebMD explains how to
recognize and treat the.

Using a combination of corneal crosslinking and Intacs implants also has demonstrated promising results for
treating keratoconus. Once contact lens become uncomfortable for patients many option for corneal implants
INTACS surgery or insertable contact lenses surgery. The epithelium-on method requires more time for the
riboflavin to penetrate into the cornea, but potential advantages include less risk of infection, less discomfort
and faster visual recovery, according to supporters of this technique. Sometimes, however, the structure of the
cornea is not strong enough to hold this round shape. How fast or slow the disease progresses will depend on
the patient. The changes in the shape of the cornea occur over several years, but at a more rapid rate in
younger patients. These recording can show changes in the shape and integrity of the cornea. Navigating the
condition Keratoconus can make your vision blurry or distorted astigmatism or cause nearsightedness. Most
cases appear to occur randomly for unknown reasons sporadically. The FDA trial and most European data sets
demonstrate the high success rate for the conventional epithelium-off cross linking approach. A value of  The
main symptoms of keratoconus are the following: The vision in one or both eyes gradually gets worse, usually
in late adolescence. The exact cause is unknown, but doctors suspect certain factors may play a role: It is
sometimes hereditary It is more likely for those who have Down syndrome and certain other conditions. This
is caused by a condition in which the inside lining of your cornea breaks down, allowing fluid to enter the
cornea hydrops. In some individuals with mild symptoms, vision may be improved with the use of appropriate
eyeglasses or soft contact lenses. Most patients still require vision correction with spectacles or contact lenses,
and often hard or gas permeable lenses are required if high levels of astigmatismare present. Many patients are
apt to have this treatment to avoid the need for surgery and stop the loss of vision. This condition is called
keratoconus. And it may get worse over time. Several quantitative indices are available using corneal
topography information to screen for keratoconus. In cases of severe visual deterioration in which contact
lenses cannot sufficiently correct vision or are not tolerated, surgery may be required such as intracorneal ring
segments or a corneal transplant keratoplasty. Understanding why the condition develops Keratoconus usually
affects people in their teens or 20s. Slowly progressive thinning of the cornea causes a cone-shaped bulge to
develop towards the center of the cornea in the areas of greatest thinning. Keratoconus signs and symptoms As
the cornea becomes more irregular in shape, it causes progressive nearsightedness and irregular astigmatism to
develop, creating additional problems with distorted and blurred vision. Around 1 in 10 people with
keratoconus also have a parent with the condition. When the disease progresses to both eyes it is difficult for
the patient to live normally. Individuals with a family history of keratoconus are at a greater risk of developing
the condition than people the general population. Other approaches have shown some promise and success, but
overall have been less consistent and reliable in their abilities to halt keratoconus. Typically, eyeglasses or
contact lenses are still required for proper vision. Recent studies show that men, African-Americans, and
Latinos have a greater risk of development keratoconus, while women, Asian-Americans, and people with
diabetes appear to have a lower risk. Affected Populations Keratoconus affects both men and women and all
ethnic groups worldwide. In some individuals, these contact lenses may become uncomfortable and are not
tolerated well. A corneal transplant may also be indicated after an episode of corneal swelling corneal hydrops
that does not respond to other treatment options. Overall vision changes can vary from one person to another
and the severity can range from mild vision loss to more severe vision loss that causes a decreased ability to
see clearly even with corrective lenses. Patients are advised to avoid vigorous eye rubbing or trauma. As a
result, the person may need new eyeglasses more often.


