
RESEARCH ESSAY NOTE CARDS

When you are faced with starting a research paper, the most important part of To make it easy on yourself, you can use
an index card system as you gather.

Group together all the cards that have the same topic i. Later, as you write your paper, each card topic
becomes a body paragraph supporting idea in your paper. It is important to be accurate with the page numbers
on your note cards, as you will need them for citations throughout your research paper. What batting records
were set? If you think it might be useful, write it down. You will be less likely to write down unnecessary
information facts that are not related to your topic if you are careful to write down the topic for every card.
While this practice may seem old fashioned and out of date, it is actually still the best method for collecting
research. Sample Source List Remember! Your piles may look like: Make an Outline and Start Writing Once
you have separated your cards into piles, each topic pile should become a body paragraph in your paper. This
is how you narrow your list down to include the most solid sources. Item number three is the paraphrased
information that you found. If you wind up using that idea in your paper, you will have the information about
the source ready to put in your footnote or endnote. Researching As you find interesting facts about your topic
during your research, you should write them down. For more, see What is Plagiarism? Be exact. This way
related ideas from different sources can be easily grouped together or rearranged. Create your own system and
stick to it. Don't ever, ever pass over information because you're just not sure whether it will be useful! It's
true! Updated March 03, Many teachers require students to use note cards to collect information for their first
big term paper assignment. In the previous example, the source was given a number, instead of writing out the
entire title. This will help you to avoid plagiarism. If you copy something directly from a book without putting
it in your own words, put quotation marks around it so that you know it is an exact quotation. If you don't cite
a source, you are guilty of plagiarism!


