
A REVIEW OF DEMIAN BY HERMAN HESSE

Book Review: Demian by Hermann Hesse. â€œI have no right to call myself one who knows. I was one who seeks, and
I still am, but I no longer.

But none of that mattered to me twenty, twenty-five years back. The unabridged version of Demian that I read
is just over pages long. He tries to follow the rules but feels himself called to something other than the town
status quo. Throughout the entire novel, Sinclair is extremely unto himself. Demian is flawed. I became
depressed and, although I had friends, spent much of my time isolated with books. Please share it! But anyone
would enjoy this novel. Renowned for his insights into human psychology and his advocacy of expansive
self-exploration, Hesse remains one of the most frequently translated and most avidly read German writers of
the twentieth century. I thought with time he developed something in himself that he was looking up for in
Demian and Eva and by the end, their purpose was over and he was left on his own. The road may lead
anywhere, so long as it takes the traveler forward. The written portion of this assignment is highly structured.
Very few other characters are mentioned in detail. The relationship between them is always hesitantly stated:
on a psychological plane, an element of homoeroticism; on the social, different sequences describing the boy's
various rebellions against his bourgeois background; and finally, religiously, the key motif; a kind of mystic
mingling of Christianity and Buddhism. I was afraid of being alone for long, was afraid of the many tender
and chaste moods that would overcome me, was afraid of the thoughts of love surging up in me. In accordance
to life, if someone is not believing themselves, they are just a follower. Hermann Hesse died in Switzerland in 
It made me think that we need to see that if God is real, he is the biggest puppet master in the universe, setting
up bad plays for his own amusement, such as the crucifixion of his son, which was a questionable way of
proving something to mankind. Why, then, do you think Hesse chose to name the novel after the highly
important, but still secondary character Max Demian? Far from a new humanity, what ultimately arrives is the
First World War, and Hesse has his narrator end his recollections by describing himself wounded on a military
hospital bed, never again to receive the guidance of Demian, also sent to the front as a soldier. This book did
have the answers for enlightenment, and Hermann Hesse was indeed the teacher. Would the book have had the
same impact if Hesse had developed these secondary characters more completely? Why might this have been
so? Do you see why this setup was attractive to a teenager who felt like he couldn't stand ten minutes in a
room with his parents and couldn't pass his first university courses? And while I can position Demian as a
novel that resonates differently with me at forty-one than at nineteen, I recognize the camaraderie inherent in
this book with a part of me that will never completely disappear. I became depressed and, although Hermann
Hesse's Demian influenced me more than just about any book although I haven't read the novel in twenty
years. Demian was portrayed as both feminine and masculine figure, he was strong and shows a great care for
Emil and ultimately leads Emil to self-realization.


