
COMPUTERS AND ELECTRONICS IN THE CLASSROOM

Examples If instructors choose to introduce electronic devices in class, several is more effective than by computer
(Mueller & Oppenheimer, ); however.

Chawinga, W. The director of education technology for the National School Boards Association, Ann Flynn,
says computers in schools are essential. Many schools struggle with nearly-crippling budget cuts and teacher
shortages, and some have had to make difficult choices. Students are less likely to access social media, e-mail,
etc. Students can quickly respond to polls using their mobile phones. Ultimately, instructors can consider
major research findings, their own philosophy on the issue, the goals of their instruction, and the goals and
needs of their students as they craft policies and strategies to maximize student engagement. Curriculums,
learning trends, and student engagement can rise or fall on the basis of teacher support. Students are already
comfortable using these tools to connect with other students, their instructors, and their institution. Also, social
tools in Web 2. The cost to develop and maintain a website are significantly less the investment in additional
textbooks and workbooks. Student intelligence as measured by ACT score, interest in the material, and
motivation to learn did not account for these findings. Cost-benefits aside, students say that they enjoy the
benefits of blending both online and in-class learning styles. When laptops are not permitted in class,
instructors can reiterate to students how research has shown that note taking by hand proves more effective
than by laptop computer Mueller and Oppenheimer,  Many are concerned technology disconnects us from
each other. Science classes have usually seen benefits from the ability to acquire and use machines, and
computers have been generally welcomed within their walls. Spell and grammar checks can be turned off, and
calculators are welcomed for solving complex equations instead of performing simple addition and
subtraction. Tools are improving at an Alarming Rate Technology toys, like interactive whiteboards, tablets,
learning apps and websites, are always improving. They maintain that students who have been raised on
electronic devices will not focus without them. Small studies indicate improvements to active learning and
student engagement with content through the use of Twitter which requires personal devices for students ,
especially when that use was continued outside the classroom Chawinga , Al-Bahrani, et. They found that
students who used laptops in class for nonacademic reasons had poorer class performance, as indicated by
their final grade. The importance of technology in the classroom goes even beyond simple digital literacy: it
promotes workplace soft skills like critical thinking, independent research, and cross-technology proficiency.
Notetaking - Practices like collaborative note taking on a Google doc or concept mapping in MindMeister can
encourage focused use of electronic devices, and instructors can set clear expectations that students take active
notes in class. I can copy and paste if we revisit a topic. There is no clear evidence that technology leads to
better test scores or other measurable gains. Education without electronics, the unplugged classroom still
works Mark Atwater posted on September 12, Engineers are often the first to embrace new technology, much
of which is developed in Silicon Valley. Unlike other academic disciplines, many advanced science concepts
require computers to help with problem solving. It has become a measure of adequacy and competitiveness.
Additional Resources. Researchers also found that although students accurately self-reported their internet use
in class and predicted its impact whether negative or positive on their learning, this did not change their class
behaviors. The last reason that laptops should be allowed in classrooms is that students are responsible for
their own learning. A body of literature in psychology research suggests that the use of electronic devices in
class can lead to a distracting learning environment. I can look back at older notes without distracting others.
Using technology at school has become an important talking point across all campuses from K, an on through
higher education. Jacquemin, S. Students graduating from the Association of Waldorf Schools have an
impressive track record of college success. I have been in classes where I did not understand a concept, and a
quick Google search gives me a greater comprehension of the context and lecture. That means that most UNI
graduates will be using laptops and electronics in their career. Junco R. It took some time, but they eventually
came to realize their computer programs could not replace a good knowledge base. Student Research - For
courses in which students must find primary or secondary sources, access to online library databases and other
resources is often imperative.


