
AN ANALYSIS OF THE REASONS BENJAMIN FRANKLIN EMBODIES THE

AMERICAN ENLIGHTENMENT

Benjamin Franklin, the author, printer, scientist and statesman who led He believed that reason, free trade and a
cosmopolitan spirit.

In the Defense, Adams offers an uncompromising defense of republicanism. The Creation of the American
Republic. The 20th century saw three major editions of the Autobiography, each one more accurate and
complete than its predecessor. The publication of the Autobiography is an interesting story unto itself. Though
it is argued that Burkean conservatism was a reaction to the Enlightenment or anti-Enlightenment ,
conservatives were also operating within the framework of Enlightenment ideas. Jefferson A Virginian
statesman, scientist and diplomat, Jefferson is probably best known for drafting the Declaration of
Independence. In this way, liberal thinking was anti-authoritarian. May, Henry F. We'll take a look right away.
For instance, several American Enlightenment thinkersâ€”particularly James Madison and John Adams,
though not Benjamin Franklinâ€”judged the French philosophes to be morally degenerate intellectuals of the
era. Four themes recur in both European and American Enlightenment texts: modernization, skepticism,
reason and liberty. Deists appreciated God as a reasonable Deity. Pockock, John G. Kramnick, Isaac.
Cambridge: Harvard University Press,  Until the publication of J. Are these essay examples edited? Some
Enlightenment claims about human nature are turned back upon themselves and shown to break down when
applied more generally to human culture. According to these critics, Enlightenment liberalism, rather than
offering a neutral framework, discloses a full-blooded doctrine that competes with alternative views of truth,
the good life, and human nature. The most recent edition, and the one generally accepted as authoritative, was
edited by Leo Lemay and P. London: Penguin,  Conservatives attacked the notion of a social contract
prominent in the work of Hobbes, Locke and Rousseau as a mythical construction that overlooked the
plurality of groups and perspectives in society, a fact which made brokering compromises inevitable and
universal consent impossible.


