
AMERICAN COLONY

Welcome to The American Colony Hotel Jerusalem, a boutique hotel near Jerusalem's old city.

Horatio Spafford died of malaria in , but the community continued to grow. The Allied forces from Egypt ,
under the leadership of the British, engaged the German, Austrian and Turkish forces in fierce battles for
control of Palestine. Horatio stayed behind, detained by business. When the British Allied commander,
General Allenby, entered Jerusalem on December 11, , the Colony offered their philanthropic services to the
new rulers of Palestine and continued to serve their fellow Jerusalemites. The hotel is an integral part of the
Jerusalem landscape where members of all communities in Jerusalem still meet. At its height, the commune
numbered people, many of whom lived through two world wars, the earthquake, and ongoing strife in their
adopted home. Because the Turkish military commanders governing Jerusalem trusted the Colony, they asked
its photographers to record the course of the war in Palestine. Locust plague of  Inside the Pasha Room, young
Arab singers from Nazareth and a local chamber choir performed period hymns and Swedish folk songs.
Horatio took the Bible as his guide and believed that the society's work would hasten the Second Coming of
Jesus. The daily management of the hotel was handed over to Gauer Hotels of Switzerland, but the American
Colony â€” now a member of The Leading Hotels of the World â€” is still owned and run by a board of
directors that is chaired by Paul Vester. In Jerusalem[ edit ] Panorama of Jerusalem , c. The Spaffords[ edit ]
In , Horatio Spafford , a prosperous lawyer and Presbyterian church elder and his wife, Anna, were living with
their four young daughters in Chicago. In November , Anna and the children set sail for Europe aboard the S.
As a commune, the society was suspect in the eyes of many. Eric Matson , who later renamed the effort as the
Matson Photographic Service. Together the colonists established a self sustaining farmstead and served as
vital support during World War I by operating soup kitchens, orphanages, schools, and hospitals. Horatio
received the tragic news in a telegram from Anna that read: "Saved alone. After the birth of a daughter, Grace,
in August , the Spaffords set out for Jerusalem in a group of thirteen adults and three children. A small farm
developed with cows and pigs , a butchery , a dairy , a bakery , a carpenter 's shop, and a smithy. Eric Matson
made thousands of images of daily life in the region, archeological sites, political functions, and religious
practices of locals and pilgrims alike. On November 21, the ocean liner collided with a British vessel and sank
within minutes. Weakened by malnutrition , people died of typhus and other epidemics. They were eventually
joined by a trickle of likeminded Swedes, and by the colony numbered men, women, and children. As the
German and Turkish armies retreated before the advancing Allied forces, the American Colony took charge of
the overcrowded Turkish military hospitals , which were inundated by the wounded.


