
FUTHARK RUNIC WRITING ALPHABET

Runes are the letters in a set of related alphabets known as runic alphabets, which were used to write various Germanic
languages before the adoption of the .

For a long time it was presumed that this kind of grand inscription was the primary use of runes, and that their
use was associated with a certain societal class of rune carvers. Some later runic finds are on monuments
runestones , which often contain solemn inscriptions about people who died or performed great deeds. Note
that Scandinavians had a tradition to write with runes various Latin sentences. For example, voiced and
unvoiced consonants merged in script, and so did many vowels, while the number of vowels in the spoken
language increased. And finally, many new vowels arose in Old English, so a lot of new vowel letters were
created. Phonetically, the runes of the Younger Futhark were working double-duty to cover the changes that
were differentiating the Norse tongues from that of other Germanic peoples. Futhark continued to be used in
Scandinavia for centuries, but by AD, it had become little more than a curiosity among scholars. And in
Denmark as early as the eighth and ninth century. One should choose between one of the Younger Futhark
options instead. An early offshoot of Futhark was employed by Goths, and so it is known as Gothic Runes.
But as languages changed and more Germanic groups adopted it, Futhark changed as well to suit the language
that it came to write. There are at least three sources on divination with rather vague descriptions that may, or
may not, refer to runes: Tacitus 's 1st-century Germania , Snorri Sturluson 's 13th-century Ynglinga saga , and
Rimbert 's 9th-century Vita Ansgari. It was the main alphabet in Norway, Sweden, and Denmark throughout
the Viking Age , and largely though not completely replaced by the Latin alphabet by about AD, which was a
result of the conversion of most of Scandinavia to Christianity. The names are clearly Gothic, but it is
impossible to say whether they are as old as the letters themselves. Related Links. Following this find, it is
nowadays commonly presumed that, at least in late use, Runic was a widespread and common writing system.
They modified it into the letter "Futhorc" to accommodate sound changes that were occurring in Old English,
the language spoken by the Anglo-Saxons. The sounds of the first six letters were f, u, th, a, r, and k,
respectively, giving the alphabet its name: futhark. The historical context of the script's origin is the cultural
contact between Germanic people, who often served as mercenaries in the Roman army , and the Italian
peninsula during the Roman imperial period 1st century BC to 5th century AD. There also are some
inscriptions suggesting a medieval belief in the magical significance of runes, such as the Franks Casket AD
panel. According to the story, this "drawing of lots" was quite informative, telling them that attacking Birka
would bring bad luck and that they should attack a Slavic town instead. Anglo-Saxon had 28 letters, and after
about ad it had  What To Write With Runes? How it Works All European and many other languages use
Roman letters.


