
GRAPES OF WRATH THE THEME OF

A summary of Themes in John Steinbeck's The Grapes of Wrath. Learn exactly what happened in this chapter, scene,
or section of The Grapes of Wrath and.

By organizing formally and by refusing to accept unfairly low wages, the laborers are able to exhibit their own
form of power. The land gives people independence. The bleak environment has been created by a variety of
factors, the most prominent which are corporate greed and the industrialization of agriculture. In the end, the
Joads develop a sense of community among their fellow exploited proletariats, still searching for the
sometimes elusive American Dream. Related posts:. The persons who stay hopeful even in desperation keep
their heads high like Tom. Coming home from a trip to the wilderness one of several attributes he shares with
Christ , Casy crosses paths with Tom Joad. This theme even ties in directly with the title: the phrase "grapes of
wrath" can be found in both the Book of Revelation and the Battle Hymn of the Republic. While the state does
not suffer the same weather-related problems as Oklahoma, industrial agriculture has resulted in only a select
few owning land, leaving smaller farmers displaced and migrants expecting work. In the novel, organized
workers are frequently called "reds" or Communists, but genuine labor organization which often uses
democratic structures and procedures is a far cry from Communism. It seems that the patriarchal structure
crumbled due to migration resulting from natural disaster and industrialization. Casy is the first to address this
theme when he speaks of his reformed faith: instead of the black-and-white teachings of Christian dogma,
Casy has come to believe in a natural unity of the human race. And when that crop grew, and was harvested,
no man had crumbled a hot clod in his fingers and let the earth sift past his fingertips. When they lose their
land, that identity starts to dissolve. John Steinbeck has also discussed various themes in his novel , The
Grapes of Wrath. The men who own the land there hold the power, and attempt to control supply and demand
so that they can get away with paying poor wages. At every turn, Steinbeck seems intent on showing their
dignity and honor; he emphasizes the importance of maintaining self-respect in order to survive spiritually.
The mass exodus of the families from Oklahoma toward California suffering from hunger and thirst on the
way also reflects the collective experience. At the beginning of the novel, the Oklahoma sharecropper families
are rendered powerless by the repossessing landowners. In the migrant lifestyle portrayed in the book, the
biological family unit, lacking a home to define its boundaries, quickly becomes a thing of the past, as life on
the road demands that new connections and new kinships be formed.


